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PVCC Institutional Research Briefiorember 1901

STUDENT RETENTION AT
PIEDMONT VIRGINIA COMMUNITY COLLEGE
1990-91

This brief highlights major findings of Student Retention at Piedmont Virginia
Community College: 1990-97 by Ronald B. Head (PVCC Institutional Research Report
No. 7-91, November 1991). This study is conducted annually to provide retention
rates according to a variety of institutioral and student characteristics and to deter-
mine whether major differences exist between returning and non-returning students
according to these characteristics.

The term retention rate, as used TABLE 1: PVCC Retention Rates (1990-97)
in this report, refers to the percentage of ) 3
students during one term who re-enroll | T Fall to Spring
during the su uent term. In other Po. Re-  No. Not Retention
wordg, the ‘93?)—631 ful-time student | ........... srning Returning (pet.)
retention rate is the percentage of full- Headcount 213 0% s533%
time students enrolled during Fall Se- FTET 1259 576 68.5%
mesier 1980 who returned to PVCC and Fuli-Time
completed Spring Semester 1991, Students 732 %9 83.1%

Part-Time

Table 1 presents 1990-91 reten- Students 1581 187 457X
tion ratas for all students, full-time equiv- curricular
alent students (FTES), full-tme students, Students 1501 676 68.9%
part-time student:. curricular students, Freshmen 1080 w3 687X

freshmen, and sophomores. Sophomores ‘21 = o7

Retention rates for 1990-91 were SOURCE:  VELS ond-of. torm AKT. ;;F;;_‘”

similar to retention rates for 1989-90 and The retention rate refers to the per-

. : centage of students returning from one
1988-90 and to fal!-to-wmtef retention term to the next {returning Studente
rates from earlier years. Slightly over divided by both returning and non-

returning students).

one-half of all students enrolled during
one term re-enroll at PVCC and com-
plete the subsequent term. Over 80% of
all full-time students enrolled during one term re-enroll at PVCC and complete the
subsequent term. Approximately two of every three curricular students return from
one term to the next. The retention rate for freshmen and sophomores is nearly 70%.
Part-time students who return to the college from one term to ths next are usually
enrolied in programs leading toward degrees and study on the college's main

(Continued on reverse side)



campus. Parttime, non-returning students, on the other hand, are usually non-
curricular and study off-campus during the evening.

One finding in the study is worth particular mention. In 1988-89, the retention
rate for full-time black students was 22.3% lower than that for full-time white students.
The rate was also 8.4% lower than the fall-to-winter rate for full-time black students in
1987-88. However, in 1989-80 the retention rate for full-time black students was only
4.9% lower than that for full-time white students. In 1990-91, the rate was 2.5% higher
than the rate for whites. Clearly, the initiatives implemented by the college in 1989-80
with respect to minority recruitment and retention have been successful.
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STUDENT RETENTION AT
PIEDMONT VIRGINIA COMMUNITY COLLEGE
1990-91

INTRODUCTION

This is the sixth in a series of reports examining retention statistics at Piedmont
Virginia Community College (PYCC) during the previous academic year.' Retention
rates according to a variety of institutional and student characteristics are presented,
and an effort is made to determine whether major differences exist between returning
and non-returning students.

The term retention rate, as used in this report, refers to the percentage of
students during one term who re-enroll during the subsequent term. In other words,
the 1990-91 full-time student retention rate is the percentage of full-time students
enrolled during Fall Semester 1990 who returned to PVCC and completed Spring
Semester 1991.

Multiple retention measures are used becauss the retention rate for all students

at a community college is misleading. At PVCC, over 80% of all students typically

'See Ronald B. Head, Quarterly Student Retention at Piedmont Virginia Community College: 1985-
86 (PVCC Institutional Research Report No. 4-86, November 1886); Ronald B. Head, Quarterly Student
Retention at Piedmont Virginia Community College: 1986-1987 (PVCC institutional Research Report
No. 8-87, November 1987); Ronald B. Head, Quarterly Student Retention at Piedmont Virginia
Community College: 1987-1988 (PVCC Institutional Research Report No. 10-88, November 1988).
Ronald B. Head, Student Retention at Piedmont Virginia Community College: 1988-1989 (PvCC
Institutional Research Report No. 8-88, November 1989); and Ronald B. Head, Student Retention at

Piedmont Virginia Community College: 1989-1990 {(PVCC Institutional Research Report No. 7-90,
November 1990).

L
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study part-time, and approximately 50% enroll as non-curricular students. Many of
these students do not intend to re-enroll at the college during the subsequent term.

Although muitiple retention measures are reported, the emphasis in this study is
upon full-time students. Full-time students are usually enrolled in degree programs
and can be expected to re-enroll at the college each term until they graduate.

it should be noted that during 1988-89 the Virginia Community College System
(VCCS) converted from a quarterly academic calendar to a semester calendar. In the
quarter system, there were four terms per year (Summer Quarter, Fall Quarter, Winter
Quarter, and Spring Quarter); now there are three terms (Summer Semester, Fall
Semester, and Spring Semester). Under the quarter calendar, retention figures were
collected twice, once between Fall Quarter and Winter Quarter, and once between
Winter Quarter and Spring Quarter. Under the semester calendar, retention figures
are collected only once, between fall and spring semesters, and these are the annual,

as well as semester, retention figures.

METHODOLOGY

Data in this report were collected by means of a Fortran program which used
data from the STUDAGE file located on end-of-term AKT tapes. The source code for
this program, as well as sample output, was included in the retention study for 1988-

89.2

20p.Cit., pp. 19-37.
-2
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The advantage of using official end-of-term data is that retention statistics can
then be compared to other end-of-term data. The total number of returning and non-
returning students by category, as reported here, is the same number as reported in
the VCCS Student Enroliment Booklets and used in other PVCC institutional research
reports.

As noted in previous studies, two limitations of both the program and the study
should be noted. First, no effort has been made to link retention data to student
objectives. Quite simply, data relating to student objectives were not conveniently
available. Secondly, retention within a semester has not been measured. Students
enrolling at the beginning of a semester but withdrawing before the end of the
semester are not counted as enrolied students during that term. Similarly, students
completing, say, the Fall Semester, re-enrolling during the Spring Semester, and then

withdrawing midway through the Spring Semester are counted as non-returning stu-

dents.

-3 -
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RETENTION RATES

Retention rates for the 1990-91 aca- TABLE 1: PVCC RETENTION RATES (1990-91)

--------------------------------------

demic year are presented in Table 1. In- Fall to Spring

No. Re- No. Not Retention

§ R
cluded in this table are the retention rates | -----cuee-- turning Returning (Pet)

Headcount 2313 2026 53.3x
for all students {headcount), full-time equiva- FIES 1251 576  68.5%
lent students (FTES), full-time students, 2‘:&.32? 732 149 B3.1%

part-Time
curricular students, freshmen, and sopho- Students 1581 1875 45.7%

Curricular
mores. Students 1501 576 68.9%

Freshmen 1080 493 68.7%

Over one-half of all students enrolled Sophomores o1 8 9.7

at PVCC during Fall Semester 1990 re- SOURCE:  VOLS end-of - term AXT tapes.

The retention rate refers to the per-

centage of students returning from one
turned and completed Spring Semester torm 1o the next (returning students

divided by both returning and non-
1991. Approximately two of every three returning students).

FTES (full-time equivalent students) re-
turned, as did curricular students, freshmen, and sophomores.®> Over 80% of all full-

time students returned to PVCC, as did over 45% of all part-time students.

30ne FTES is equivalent to 15 student credit hours. In this respect, the FTES retention rate is
calcuiated as follows: (1) the number of credit hours for both returning and non-retuming students
are totalled; (2) The FTES figures for both retumning and non-returning students are calculated (the
credit hour ngures are divided by 15); and (3) the retention rate is the percentage of retuming FTES.

A full-time student is any student carrying a student load of 12 or more credit hours during
any single term. A cufricular student is any student actually enrolled in an educational program
leading toward a degree, centificate, or diploma.

Y -
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Retention figures for 1990-91 were quite similar to figures for 1989-80 and 1988-
89, as well as to figures from earlier years between Fall Quarter and Winter Quarter.

As can be seen in Table 2, figures for 1984-85 through 1990-91 were quite consistent.

TABLE 2: PVCC RETENTION RATES (1984-85 THROUGH 1990-91)
1984-85 1985-88 1984-87 1987-88 1988-89 [1989-90 {1990-1
Fatl winter | Fall Winter | Fall Winter | Fail Winter Fall Fall Fail
to to to to to to to to to to to
Category Winter Spring {Winter Spring |Winter Spring {Winter Spring | Spring | Spring | Spring
FTES
No. Returning 1004 918 1036 o 1089 585 1201 1105 11561 21 1251
No. Not Returning 520 380 514 417 547 435 570 451 537 589 576
Retention 65.9X% 70.7%| 66.8X 70.0%| 66.6% 69.4%] 67.8% 71.0% 68.4% 67.3% 68.5%
READCOUNT
No. Returning 1895 174 1990 1857 2173 1923 2271 2078 2179 229 2313
No. Not Returning 1773 1454 1857 1524 1966 1722 2090 1648 2019 2163 2024
Retention 51.7% 54.8%] 51.7X% 54.9%| 52.5% S2.8%| 52.1% 55.8% 51.9% 51.4%] 53.5%
CURRICULAR STUDENTS
No. Returning 1159 1093 1227 1187 12712 1190 14364 1352 1503 1454 1501
No. Not Returning 542 623 528 431 581 500 726 540 756 ™0 676
Retention 68.1X 72.1%] 69.9% T73.4%| 6B.6% 70.4X] 68.4X 71.5% 56.5% 67.5%] 4&8B.9%
FULL-TIME STUDENTS
No. Returning 551 508 553 534 562 532 678 400 873 698 732
No. Not Returning 133 72 103 84 113 65 121 81 127 139 149
Retention 80.6% 87.6%] B4.3X 86.4X] 83.3% 89.1%] B84.9% 88.1% BL.IX B3.4%] 83.1%
FRESHMEN
No., Returning 837 701 42 767 N7 789 1087 934 1121 1024 1080
No. Not Returning 443 33 437 351 462 403 573 437 601 535 493
Retention 65.4% 67.1X] 68.3% 68.6%] 67.2% 66.2%] 45.5% 68.1% 65.1% 65.7%] 68.7X
SOPKDMORES
No. Returning 322 392 285 420 325 401 %7 418 382 430 42
No. Not Returning 29 80 99 80 119 97 153 103 155 165 183
Retention 76.5X B3.1%| 75.8% 84.0%| 73.2% 80.5%| 69.4% 80.2% 71.1% 72.3% 69.7x
SOURCE: VLCS end-of-term AKT tapes. The retention rate refers to the percentage of students returning
from one term to the next (returning students divided by both returning and non-returning students),




Table 3 presents 1890-91 retention rates for PVCC full-time students by demo-

graphic characteristics. The retention rate

TABLE 3: PVCC FULL-TIME STUDENT RETENTI'N )
TASLE 3¢ ot EreTICe (190- for women was higher than that for men
M

With respect to race, the retention rate for

Reten- .
No. Re- No. Not tion full-time black students was higher than that
Category turning Returning (Pet.)
sEx " . S
rale 520 o TB.0K for full-time white students. Not only is this
Femaie 403 56 87.8%
RACE a reversal of the findings in last year's
white 624 132 B2.8%
Black 87 1 8s. 3% : 4
e Indien H 0 100.0% study, but the retention rate for full-time
Asisn/Pacific 18 1 %%.TX
hispants 2 ¢ o | black students was much higher in 1990-91
Under 18- ‘ 2 e | thanit wasin 1989-90 or in 1988-89. This is
- c‘ N 0 . .

25-34 117 21 84.8% one indication that the college’s minority
35-44 43 T 86.0%
45-59 & 0 100.0% . . e
Over 60 0 0 - recruitment and retention efforts, first initiat-
Nean 22 22
Medisn 20 20 _ ) N

ed in 1989-80, are having a positive effect.

RESIDENCE

Albemarle 268 57 82.5% _ .
Buck{ngham 2% 1 96.0% The mean and median ages of returning
Charlottesvilie A Y4) 37 82.2X
Fluvenna &2 5 89.4%
Greene 39 9 8. - i
i 4 % Brae and non-returning students were the same,
Tois s% 20 8500
IN-DISTRICY 1 . 1 :
oUT-of -District o % 78.3% and retention rates were approximately the
Out-of-State 18 3 a85.7x%
TOTAL 32 49 E.1% same across different age brackets. There
SOURCE: VCCS end-of-term AKT tapes. The : . . o
retention rate refers to the percentage of seems to be “me' if any, relatlonsmp be-
students returning from one term to the next
(returning students divided by both return- tween distance from PVCC and retention.
ing and non-returning students).

The reteni.on rates within the PVCC service

region ranged from 81.3% in Greene County to 96.0% in Buckingham County. The

average retention rate for the service region as a whole was 83.8%.

-6 -
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Table 4 presents 1990-91 retention rates of PVCC full-time students by selected

enroliment characteristics. As might be

i A TABLE &: PVCC FULL-TIME STUDENT RETENTION RATES
expBCted. the retention rate for retummg B8Y ENROLLMENT CNARACTERISTICS (1990-91)
students was higher than that for new | --c-creormrmremenmee e e
) No. Re- No. Not tion
students. As might also be expected, Category turning Returning (Pct.)
3 i New ) 27 71 79.2%
the retention rate for curricular students Returning e AN
: - H Pav 732 148 83.2%
was higher than that for non-curricular Evaning 5 s o.ox
(unclassified) students. s moow un
. . 11 .
Retention rates according to demo- il FAS S A+ 46
Developmental 4 0 700.0%
. e Unclessified &7 72.0%
graphic and enroliment characteristics oes % 0
A.A./A.S. 511 % 83.8%
.. A.A.S. 148 23 86.5%
were similar to rates reportec last year, Diplome 0 ) .-
Certificate 2 1 86.7X%
. Developmental 4 0 100.0%
as well as to fall-to-winter rates reported Unctlassified 67 2% T2.0%
, 10TAL 732 %9 83.1%
for earlier YeArS. ] et
SOURCE: VCCS end-of-term AKT tapes. The reten-
) ) tion rate refers to the percentsge of students
Full-time student retention rates returning from one term to the next (returning
students divided by both returning and non-
. returning stud>nts),
by academic program for 1990-91 are

presented in Table 5. Retention rates for programs leading toward the A.A. {Associate
of Arts) or A.S. (Associate of Science) degrees were on the whole slightly lower than
those for programs leading toward the A.A.S. (Associate of Applied Science) degree.
Only two-thirds of all students enrolled in programs leading toward certificates during
Fall Semester 1990 returned to PVCC and compieted Spring Semester 1991. The
retention rate for all certificate programs was 66.7%, as compared to 50% in 1989-90

and 100% in 1988-89. However, the actual numbers of returning and non-returning
w7 -
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students within programs leading toward certificates or diplomas were so smali that

meaningful conclusions cannot be safely drawn.

Full-time student retention TABLE S: PVCC FULL-TIME STUDENT RETENTION RATES BY
ACADEMIC PROGRAM (1990-91)
rates by academic program for the | ..o
Reten-
. No. Re- No. Not tion
seven-year period 1984-85 through Program turning Returning (Pet.)
. Susiness Admin. 128 2% 84.2%
1990-91 are presented in Table 6. As Educatfon » & 87.9%
Fine Arts 25 4 8s.7%
General Studjes 105 24 81.4%
can ba seen, 1990-91 rates were Liberal Arts 153 28 84.5%
Science 70 15 82.4%
similar to 1989-90 and 1988-89 rates A.A./A.S, TOTALS 51 9%  alex
; ¢ Accounting ] 15 1 93.8%
to-wi r ri Computer Info. Systems 21 " 65.8%
and to fall-to-winter rates for 1984-85 Sratting & oo ton : : o
Elsctronics 10 ] 90.9%
-~ : - Nanagement 19 5 79.2%
through 1987-88. In the few instanc Marketing 4 5 100.0%
Nursing 3% 0  100.0%
Office Systems 18 1 96.T%
es where the figures have not been Police S.fence 3 2 867X
Respiratory Therspy [ 1 B5. 7%
consistent, the inconsistencies have Sclence Laboratory ... o . o
A.A.S. TOTALS 148 3 85.5%
been largely due to small numbers of Arts & Crafts . o 100.0%
Career utudies 0 0 .
e e e . Clericst Studies 1 1 0.0
students in individual, academic pro- n,.;m, 0 0 50.0%
Draft Design V] 0 -
Elec./Electronics 0 0 .
grams. Elec. Servicing 0 0
Nealth Technology 0 0
Law Enforcament
DIPLOMA/CERT. TOTALS 2 1 66.7%
TOTAL 861 123 86.3%
SOURCE: VCCS end-of-term AKY tapes. The retention
rate rafers to the percentage of stuxents returning
from one term to the next (returning students divi-
ded by both returning and non-returning students).

9




TABLE 6z PVCC FULL-TINE STUDENT RETENTION RATES 8Y ACADENIC PROGRAM (1984-85 THROUGH 1990-91)
Fall to Winter Winter to Spring Fall to Sprimg
1984- 1985- 1988- 1987- [1984- 1985- 1986- 1987 1988- 1989- 1990
Program 1985 1988 1987 1988 [1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991
Bus. Adm, 80% 87X 87 a7 886X L ST 3 9% 8mx 8sx B84%
Educstion 9% 87X 93X B1x 89% o3X 0% 81% 85% 82X a8%
Fine Arts 8% o3x B3X 86X 100% % 83% 13 84X 57X 87
Gen Stuxd, ™ 81% 80X B3X% gox B3X BOX 85% 80% 85% 1%
Lib. Arts 8s5% 89X 82% 87x ) 89X 88X 89X B7X 82% 85%
Science BiX o3% 82% 85% 84X 84X 90X 5% 86% 84% 82X
A.A./A.S. { 81% B88% 84X 85%| 88X 87X B7X 88X| 85% 84X 84%
Accounting 92X 100X 85% ™% 100X 100X 100X 100X 69% a5x 4
Comp.Pry. .- 67X 89X 7 .- 3% 123 4 11 3 81% Ak 4 66X
Date Proc. 83% 100X .- ] a2x 80% -- .- --
Draft & Des. -- -- LY .- -- 69% S0% 718 83%
Elec. To6X 84X 9% 88X 3% X B9X% 89X 3% 78% 1’4}
Nsnagement 80% 74X 856X 7% "X 78% 98X 95% 78% 85% ™%
Marketing 88% 89% 86% 100% 82% 8% 100X
Nursing 0% 89X 100X  S7X| 5% 90X 94X  90x| 100X 95X  100%
Office Sys. .- - .- .- - - -~ 7= 70X 5%
Police Sc. 5% 100% 84% 5% ™% 96X 94X % 85% /1% 87
Resp. Th. 98X 94L% 87X 82% 100  100% 92% 100X 67%  100% 86%
Secretary 100% 17X 85x 77X 88X 3% 8s5% a5x% .- “- .-
Science Lab. . -- n- 50% .- .~ - 100% 7% 100X --
A.A.S | 84X 81% 86X 85%] 89X B9X 3% 89x] asx 88% 87%
Art/Craft 100% .- 100% .- 50% -- 100X .- 100% 100X 100%
Career St. .- 75X 100% 89X 100X 100X  100% 50% 100% SOX
Child Core ox .- .- .- .- .- . .- -- -- --
Cler. St. 100% .- -- .- .- .- .- 100% .- .- 50%
Drafting -- 100X 100X  -- 56 100%  100% 0% . .- .-
Draft Des. 80% 86% 100X 100X 100X 100X  100% .- 100X
Elec./Elec. .- .- e .- % -- -- -- -
Elec. Swvc. - % .- .- .- -- 100% S0% . --
Kealth 100X 100X 100X -- 100% 50%  100% - 100X .-
Law Enf. -- .- -~ .- .- 100% 100X .- - .-
DIP.CERY. | 82x 9% 100% 90%] taz 3 93X  100% 50X]  100% 50X o™X
TOTAL } 81% B&X BS% 85%| 88% 88X 89X 88x| 5% 85% 84X%
SOURCE: VCCS end-of-term AKT topes. The retention rate refers to the percentage of students
returning from one term to the next (returning students divided by both returning and non-
returning students).

Retention rates by academic program for 1990-91 are shown for curricular students in
Table 7, for freshmen in Table 8, and for sophomores in Table 9. As can be seen, the
retention rates for curricular students enrolled in programs leacing toward the A.A. or

A.S. degree were slightly higher than the rates for students enrolled in programs Icad-

ing toward the A.A.S. degree and much higher than the rates for those enrolled in

-9 -
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certificate programs. The same was true with respect to sophomore retention rates,
but A.A.S. retention rates for freshmen were nearly the same as A.A./A.S. rates. It

should be noted that retention rates

TABLE 7: PVCC CURRICULAR STUDENT RETENTION RATES BY for certificate programs may be mis-
ACADEMIC PROGRAN (1990-91)
....... e ]eading due to the small numbers or
Reten-
No. Re- No. Not tion ] .
Program turning Returning (Pct.) returning and non-returning students
Business Adnin. 269 06 72.2% .
Education 56 1% 79.4% involved.
Fine Arts 45 22 67.2%
Generasl Studies 301 163 64.9%
Liberal Arts 270 100 73.0%
Science 125 47 72.7%
A.A./A.S. TOTALS 1044 442 70.°%
Accounting 40 a7 59.7%
Computer Info. Systems 82 57 52.1%
Drafting & Design 19 8 70.4%
Electronics 37 13 76.0%
Management 85 4B a3.9%
Marketing 15 14 51.7%
Nursing 1086 16 86.9%
Office Systems 38 12 75.0%
Police Science 27 15 64.3%
Respiratory Therapy 15 2 83.2%
Science Laboratory 0 0 .-
A.A.S. TOTALS (734 212 67.7%
Arts & Crafts 2 0 100.0%
Career Studies 8 14 36.4%
Clerical Studies 1 4 20.0%
Drafting 0 0 --
Praft Design 0 0 .-
Elec./Electronics 0 0 -
Elec. Servicing 0 2 0.0%
Health Technology 1 0 100.0%
Law Enforcement 1 2 3%
DIPLOMA/CERT. TOTALS 13 22 37.1%
TOTAL 1501 876 68.9%
SOURCE: VCCS end-of-term AKT tapes. The retention
rate refers to the percentage of students returning
from one term to the next (returning students divi-
ded by both returning and non-returning students),
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TABLE 8: PVLC FRESHMEN RETENTION RATES BY ACADEMIC
PROGRAM (1990-91)

--------------------------------------------------

Reten

No. Re- No. Net tion

Program turning Returning (Pct.)
Business Admin. 161 67 70.6%
Education 3 8 81.8%
Fine Arts k¥4 16 65.7%
General Studies 253 140 84.4%
Liberal Arts 108 77 72.0%
science 89 35 71.8%
A.A./A.S. TOTALS 769 343 69.2%
Accounting A 27 18 62.3%
Computer Info. Systems o7 39 4.7
Drafting & Design 14 5 73.7%
Electronics 26 9 76.3%
Management 57 28 67.1%
Marketing 8 10 &4.6%
Nursing 55 3 94 .8%
Office Systems 32 7 82.1%
Police Science 20 10 86.7%
Respirstory Therapy 12 1 92.3%
Science Laboratory v} 0 -
A.A.S. TOTALS 298 128 70.0%
Arts § Crafts 2 0 100.0%
Career Studies 8 14 36.4%
Clerical sStudies 1 4 20.0%
Drafting 0 0 --
Draft Design 0 0 .-
Elec./Electronics 0 0 -
Elec. Sarvicing 0 2 D.0%
Health Technology 1 0 100.0%
Law Enforcement 1 2 3.5
DIPLOMA/CERT. TOTALS 13 22 37.1%
TOTAL 1080 493 68.7%

--------------------------------------------------

SOURCE: VCCS end-of -term AKT tapes. The retention
rate refers to the percentage of students returning
from one term to the next (returning students divi-
ded by bath returning and non-returning students).

TABLE 9: PV(C SOPHOMORE RETENTION RATES BY ACADEMIC
PROGRAM (1990-91)

Reten-
No. Re- No. Not tion
Program turning Returning (Pct.)
Business Admin. 88 29 75.2%
Education 18 6 75.0%
Fine Arts 13 & 68.4X%
General Studies 48 23 87.6%
Liberal Arts 72 23 75.8%
Science 35 12 75.0%
A.A./A.S. TOTALS ar op 73.5%
Accounting 3 11 56.2%
Computer Info. Systems 15 18 45.5%
Drafting & Design 5 3 62.5%
Electronics 11 & 73.3%
Management 28 20 58.3%
Marketing 7 4 63.6%
Nursing 51 13 ™.
Office Systems & S 54.5%
Police Science 7 5 58.3%
Respiratory Therapy 3 1 75.0%
Science Laboratory 0 0 -
A.A.S. TOTALS 146 84 63.5%
Arts & Crafts D 0 -
Career Studies 0 0 .
Clerical Studies 0 0 -
Drafting 0 0 -
Draft Design 0 ]
Elec./Electronics 0 0 -
Elec. Servicing 0 0 -
Health Technology 1] 0
Lan Enforcement 0 0
DIPLONA/CERT. TOTALS 0 0 -
TOTAL 421 183 69.7%

--------------------------------------------------

SOURCE: VCCS end-of-term AKT tapes. The retention
rate refers to the percentage of students returning
from one term to the next (raturning students divi-
ded by both returning and non- returning students).
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DEMOGRAPHIC AND ENROLLMENT CHARACTERISTICS
OF RETURNING AND NON-RETURNING STUDENTS

Tables 10 and 11 present distributions of both full-time and part-time returning
and non-returning students by demographic and enroliment characteristics. Percent-

ages in these tables are by column by group.

TABLE 10: PVCC RETURKING AND NOW-RETURNING STUDENTS BY DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS AND FULL-
TIME/PART-TINE STATUS (1990-91)
Fult-Time Students ] Part-Time Students
Returning Non-Returning Returning Non-Returning
Category No. Pect, No. Pce. No. Pct. No. Pct.

SEX
Nals 329 64, 9% 93 62.6% 557 35.2% 549 .
Femate 403 55.1% 56 37.6% 1024 64.8% 1206 66.3%

RACE
White 624 85.2% 130 B8Y.2% 1400 88.6% 1631 87.0%
Black 87 11.9% 15 10.1% 149 9.4% 208 11.1%
Amer, Indisn 1 0.1% 0 0.0% 1 2.1% 2 D.1%
Asisn/Pacific 18 2.5% 1 0.7% 19 1. 1% n.7%
Hispsnic 2 0.3% 0 0.0% 8 0.5%X 12 0.6%
Other 0 0.0% 3 2.0% 4 0.3X 8 0.4%

AGE
Under 18 4 0.5% 2 1.3% 46 2.9% n 1.7%
18-21 470 64.2% -] 65.8% 261 16.5% 250 13.3%
22:2% 92 12.6% 21 14.1% 186 11.5% 211 11.3%
25-34 17 16.0% 21 14.1% 561 5. 827 33.4%
35-44 43 5.9% 7 §.7% 370 3.4% 4568 25.0%
45-59 é p.8% 0 0.0% 126 8.0% 235 12.5%
Over &0 0 p.0% 0 p.oX% 3 2.0% 53 2.8%
Mean 22 22 K $) 33
Nedion 20 20 30 32

RESIDENCE
Albemarie 268 35.6% 57 38.3% 807 38.4% T4 §0.2%
Buckingham 24 33X 1 0.7% 27 1.7% 28 1.5%
Chariottesville m B4R 37 24.8% 450 28.5% 72 5.2
Fluvanna 62 5.7X 5 3.6% 88 5.8% 121 5.5%
Greene 30 5.3% 9 6.0% 124 7.8% 135 7.2%
Louisa 62 5.7% 6 $.0% 55 3.5% 85 4.5%
Nelsor 34 4.6% 5 3.4% 53 3.4% 67 3.8%
IN-DISTRICT 620 84.7% 120 B0.5% 1404 88.8% 1662 88.6%
Out-of-District o4 12.8% 26 17.4% 145 9.2% 183 9.8%
Out-vf-State 18 2.5% 3 2.0% 32 2.0% 30 1.6%
TOTAL ] 32 100.0% 149 100.0%] 1581 100.0% 1875 100.0%
SOURCE: VCCS end-of-term AKT tapes.
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TABLE 11: PVCC RETURNING AND NON-RETURMING STUDENTS BY DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS AND FULL-
TINE/PART-TINE STATUS (1990-91)
Full-Time Students | Part-Time Students
Returning Non-Returning Returning Non-Returning
Category No. Pct. No. Pet. No. Pet. No. Pct.
New Figl 37.0% N 47.7% 390 25.2% 95 37.1%
Returning &8 63.0% 78 52.3% 1182 75 .8% 1180 62.9%
Dsy 732 100.0% 148 99.3X 1012 64.0% 873 46.6%
Evening 0 0.0X 1 0.7X 569 X5.0% 1002 53.4%
On-Campus 732 100.0% 149 100.0% 1257 78.9% 1219 65.0%
Off-Campus 0 0.0% D 0.0% 336 21.1% 856 35.0%
) Transfer S11 69.8% 9 66.4% 533 337X M3 18.3%
Occup./Tech. 150 20.5% 24 16.1X 309 19.5% 210 11.2%
Developmental & 0.5% 0 0.0X 16 1.0% 4 0.5%
Unclassified 87 .25 26 17.4% 723 45.7X% 1313 70.0%
A.A./A.S. 51 69.8% La' 68.4X 533 B 343 18.3%
A.A.S. © 148 20.2% 23 15.4X 296 18.7X 189 10.1%
Diploma 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 9.0%
Certificate 2 0.3% 1 0.7% 13 0.8% 21 1.1%
Developmental ] 0.5% 0 0.0% 16 1.0% 9 0.5%
Unclassified &7 9.2% 26 17.4% 723 45.7X% 1313 70.0%
TOTAL ] 732 100.0% 149 100.0%| 1581 100.0% 1875 100.0%
SOURCE: VCCS end-of-term AKT tapes.

Demographically, with the exception of the sex of full-time students, returning
and non-returning students, whether full-time or part-time, were quite similar. A slightly
higher percentage of non-returning students were white, and a slightly lower percent-
age were from within the PVCC service region. In terms of sex, a much higher
percentage of full-time, non-returning students were male than foemale. Approximately
two-thirds of all full-time, non-returning students were males, while less than one-half of
all full-time, returning students were males.

With respect to enroliment characteristics, returning and non-returning students
differed most significantly according to new/returning status. As can be seen in Table

11, the proportion of new to returning students was much higher among non-returning
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students than among returning students. This is hardly surprising, however, as it has
already been shown that retention rates for new studerits were lower than those for
returning students (see Table 4).

Part-time returning and non-returning students differed more than did full-time
and curricular to non-curricular returning and non-retuming students. While the
proportions of day to evening, on-campus to off-campus, were approximately the
same for full-time returning and non-returning students, part-time non-returning
students were more likely to study off-campus during the svening. This should not be
too surprising, though, since a number of courses offered during the evening off-

campus are aesigned for personal satisfaction as opposed to fulfiling curricular

requirements.

CONCLUSIONS

Retention rates for 1990-91 were similar retention rates for 1989-90 and 1988-90
and to fall-to-winter retention rates from earlier years. Slightly over one-half of all
students enrolled during one term re-enroll at PVCC and complete the subsequent
term. Over 80% of all full-time students enrolled during one term re-enroll at PvCC
and complete the subsequent term. Approximataly two of every three curricular
students return from one term to the next. The retention rate for freshmen and sopho-
mores is nearly 70%. Part-time students who return to the college from one term to

the next are usually enrolled in programs leading toward degrees and study on the

- 14 --
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college’s main campus. Part-time, non-retumning students, on the other hand, are
usually non-curricuiar and study off-campus during the evening.

One finding in the study is worth particular mention. In 1988-89, the retention
rate for full-time black students was 22.3% lower than that for full-time white students.
The rate was also 8.4% lower than the fall-to-winter rate for full-time black students in
1987-88. Howaever, in 1989-80 the retention rate for full-time black students was only
4.9% lower than that for full-time white students. In 1990-91, the rate was 2.5% higher.
than the rate for whites. Clearly, the initiatives implemented by the college in 1989-90

with respect to minority recruitment and retention have been successful.
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